
MISSION AGENCY UPDATES AS OF AUGUST, 2017 

PITTSBURGH REGION INTERNATIONAL STUDENT MINISTRY (P.R.I.S.M.) 

“Many of you have been involved with Open House for many, many years, and it has been a great opportunity 

to meet internationals and deepen friendships.  

“However, as we evaluated how it went this past year, we wondered if Sunday nights are a good night for 

students. Since it is the evening right before classes start up again for the week, it can sometimes be hard for 

them to come. We experimented in May and June with having ‘PRISM Connect’ at 7pm on Friday nights (very 

similar to Open House, just with a new name and some slight changes). After praying about it, we decided to 

continue this change this fall. Thus, we will no longer have Sunday night Open House, but rather Friday night 

PRISM Connect.  

“We’re excited to see what God will do as we make this change. Don’t fear - we still would love to have your 

involvement in PRISM Connect! We highly value the interaction local believers have with internationals, and 

know how many people love to be involved this way. We also realized that a change like this can be hard to 

adjust to, and you may have questions. If so, please don’t hesitate to email me or Scott Boyd 

(sboyd.prism@gmail.com).   

“I am still looking for churches and small groups to host PRISM Connects, as in the past. The responsibilities are 

similar, except that we will ask you to provide nice snacks rather than a full dinner. (If you can provide a full 

dinner, we would be thrilled, too!) I’m attaching our ‘How to Host a PRISM Connect’ file so you can look through 

it and see what is involved in hosting.  You can sign up for a date (Fridays from August 25 - December 8). By 

sending me an email (christa.prism@gmail.com) with the date you would like! I will send out a reminder email 

in a little while.”   

Another communication from PRISM stated, “If you or your church would like to host a group of international 

students for Labor Day or any Fall celebrations, or if you'd like creative ideas for hosting, please contact 

me.  Blessings,” -  Eva Trout, etrout.prism@gmail.com 724-554-7661. 

 
FRONTIER FELLOWSHIP (Darfur Outreach) 
 
“Pray for the Fur family traveling to Khartoum (Sudan) to study at the Bible school. Ask for safe travels and a 
good adjustment to dorm living and a big city, which is all very different from village life in Darfur…Pray for the 
leadership of the Bible school in Sudan. They are working hard to prepare for the arrival of new students this 
month, followed by returning students a couple weeks later. Ask for a good start to the new school year.” 
 
PRESBYTERIAN WORLD MISSION 
 
Three copies of the Mission Personnel Guides were received.  They feature all the mission personnel sent out by 
PC/USA and give a short description of the ministry performed.  Presbyterian World Mission began sending 
people into mission 180 years ago and God is continuing to build this legacy. 
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Me with Presbyterian seniors 

Food preparation over the fire 

 
MISSIONARY TO RWANDA - KAY DAY (PC/USA) - “Greetings from Rwanda. While you are in the midst of summer 
activities, our theology students are just finishing their academic term. This is the last week of finals. As is 
common in most African countries, and especially in Rwanda, there must be formal farewells.  This includes all 
the organizations of the school and the church. That means that I have been to five farewell parties this month, 
many for the same people but in different organizations, including the seniors’ party for themselves, two choirs, 
the student leadership organization, and the English chapel.  

 
“While the emphasis of the parties has been different, the format has been much 
the same. There is a charming mixture of the casual and the formal. The casual 
usually includes the starting time. With each invitation, there is a clear beginning 
and ending time, but these are really ‘suggestions.’ Not one of the events has 
begun when announced. There are always good reasons. In the event of the church 
farewell, the worship service, scheduled for noon began at 2:30 because President  

Kagame was speaking in Huye that day and we could not begin until he was 
finished with his rally. The ending time is anyone’s guess, since there is usually 

music and dancing – not couples, but jumping and praising God….Prayer begins 
and ends every event. 
“Just as in the States, no party is complete without food. In these cases, that 
means an entire meal, usually prepared by some of the same people who are 
being honored. When cooking for a group, it is done over an open fire and in 
large pots. Quantity is important; everyone should be able to eat his fill, so some 
of the plates are stacked high with food, as one of my friends observed, ‘to match 
Kilimanjaro.’ That is part of the joy of the event.  
 
“But the core of all of this is the appreciation that is expressed. Each of these 
events was marked with sentiments of thanksgiving for the contributions of those who are leaving, as 
recognition of their individual gifts and an offering of blessing for the future. The sincerity of this breaks through 
all the protocol and tradition to the hearts of those involved, making each celebration unique and important. 

 
“As I reflect on this, I wish I could give a party for you, one to celebrate your partnership with me in this 
ministry, not as a farewell, but as an appreciation. I wish there was a way, beyond words, to thank you for your 
prayers and your financial support, a way of letting you know how precious you are to me and how significant 
you are to the ministry that is happening here. Just as these parties celebrate the people and their 
contributions, I want to celebrate you. I could not be here, experiencing all of this, were it not for you. ‘Thank 
you’ is too small. I want to offer you a ‘Kilimanjaro’ portion of gratitude for partnering with me and my students. 
Please continue with me on this adventure of faith. 

 
“Instead of a party, I offer prayer and deep gratitude for each of you. I pray that the ending of summer brings 
you joy and refreshing as you prepare for the autumn busyness. I pray for your churches and your families. You 
bless me. May you be blessed and strengthened in all you are doing.” 

 
REQUEST FOR FUNDS: BAKOSSI BIBLE TRANSLATION follow-up – “For several years, Beulah contributed to 
translation of the Bible for the Bakossi people in Cameroon.  The late Ernie Frederick was the local driving force 
for this work done by Wycliffe. An ERNIE FREDERICK FILM FOUNDATION has been established with a target goal 
of $14,000 for the purpose of purchasing equipment in order to show The JESUS FILM in free public showings 
throughout villages in Bakossiland.  The now completed film is the life of Jesus using Cameroonian actors who 



speak Akoose, the native language of the Bakossi people... We are grateful that Ernie’s life mission will continue.  
We pray that God will give you wisdom as you consider supporting the work of the Gospel going forth in 
Cameroon, Africa.  May the Lord bless you.  Thank you for being a Bakossi Bible Translation Project Partner!  
 
Checks can be sent and made out to “New Life Fellowship Global Ministries” (on the subject line: EF Film 
Foundation), 3543 Quiet Creek Ct., Marietta, GA 30060 
 
 
HOSPITAL IN NORTHERN HAITI 
 

“Good morning to you. How are you doing? Hope you're having a very nice 
weekend! I often think of you. Endless thanks (again and again and again) for 
your support to New Hope Hospital. 
 
We keep making progress… 44 babies have been born at the hospital so far. 
Patients keep coming for care. We 
always do our best to help them. As 
you know, there is still a lot to do. We 

always struggle to get funds for the payrolls and to get supplies (meds, 
medical supplies) for the hospital. We work with 7 doctors and 16 
nurses---we have in total 56 employees. We work 24/7. Please keep 
saying a prayer for support, my friend!!! 
 
“Hey, can't wait to see you and the team!”…. Dr. Eugene Maklin” 
 
 
GARFIELD COMMUNITY FARM 
 
“Greetings, brothers and sisters.  What a spring we’ve had! While much could be said about the produce 
growing on the farm, I want to use this update to focus on how God has been strengthening the farm’s ties to 
Garfield community. That may be biased, considering that community outreach is a core part of my job 

description, but here we are.   
“Starting in early Spring, every Thursday our farm is open to volunteers 
from 5:30pm to dark. A few minutes before volunteer night starts, I 
make the short walk from my house to the farm; I like getting there 
somewhat early to walk around slowly and meditatively. It helps me see 
what needs to be done that night as well as grants me some quiet 
moments before the onslaught of (potentially chaotic) energy that 
comes from managing a slew of volunteers.  These Thursday nights 
have been such a gift. 
 

 

“Each week, we have our regulars and our newbies. And – thanks be to God! – this year marks the first year that 
‘regulars’ includes residents, albeit kid-sized ones, of Garfield. There’s a group of three to five boys and a group 
of two to three girls that come up every week. It’s been a blast working with them, not only for me, but for the 
other volunteers as well!  CISP (Community Intensive Supervision Program of Allegheny County) continues to 
come up faithfully every Thursday. One night, when a CISP student and I were using a tool to manually weed 
whack a grassy area, a local resident walking by took pity on us, grabbed his gas-powered weed whacker from 
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home, and came up and cleared the entire area for us. His name was Oscar. He had just come back from a long 
day of work but told me and the students that it’s important to lend a hand when you can. 
 
“It’s hard to know how to weave together all the little stories that reveal the splendor of the Big Story that God 
is constantly orchestrating. Though words were never my strength, the Big Story becomes clearer and clearer to 
me – and I would guess for the other staff members and supporters as well.” 
 
2017 Annual Farm Cookout -  “There is someone who is much better with words than I—Johanna Collins—a 
Garfield resident, mother of five, and first lady of Valley View Church. I want to share some of her words with 
you.  She wrote an email after our annual farm cookout that speaks to the work of the Spirit in our church, in 
our community of Garfield, and in the farm. I’ve changed the names of the residents since I didn’t have the 
opportunity to get their permission to use them.  
 
‘Dear Crew, before the calendar flips the page on this day I wanted to reach out with an enormous thanks... Our 
gathering at the farm today felt to me like a huge success. I believe that it was a tremendous opportunity to 
fellowship with the community of Garfield. And, it felt to me like a significant step that, combined with all the 
daily steps our faithful farmers make, pushes us out and opens us up to be, truly, Garfield Community Farm. We 
had the honor and blessings of being in the midst of our neighborhood family which rolls deep with daughters 
and sons, mothers, fathers, cousins, grandparents and grandchildren, aunts, uncles, nephews, nieces, brothers, 
sisters, husbands and wives. All God's family was present today!’ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
“I met and visited with so many of my neighbors: some who are new to me, some I already know, some I 
haven't seen in more than a year and one woman who I met five years ago and then again today. (She and I 
talked at that first meeting of walking the streets and of the same this afternoon: reviving the idea of prayer 
walking together.) I met Kayla, who lives up on Cornwall just across from the young mother recently murdered 
and left on the hillside ... she talked about her shock and sadness over that tragedy and the wave of dark 
troubled feelings that move through the neighborhood when evil is manifest is such a way. Kayla responded to 
the flyer, brought her nephews and brother to the event, delighted in the gathering of joyfully alive humans and 
admonished the organizers to be encouraged that this day was a healing day- that this kind of day brings a wave 
of hopefulness through the community. She is looking to join the worshippers. She will add her gifts to the 
body. 
 
“I spoke with Diamond, who grew up on Garfield hill, raised and lost a son to violence, moved away to the West 
Coast and has returned now with a young son who she hopes to bring up right here- where she has her roots. 



She remembers the houses that stood on what is now planting ground. She lived for a time in the row houses 
on that struggling block of N. Aiken. She expressed sincere satisfaction in the coming together of people.  
 
“If she can again find a home in this place she will join in with the local movement for good. The people enjoyed 
your labors and came with enthusiasm. There were chairs to sit on, a tent and shady places for shelter from the 
sun and rain, the smell of grilled meat was in the air, the serving tables were abundantly full of many options of 
food and drink, the conversations were flowing, the pizzas were hot, the farm was bright and buzzing, the music 
was festive, the dancing was fun....and on and on... I know that I was tired come 3:30--- but gratified if the 
knowledge that God continued a sacred and unifying work in and through us. I hope that you enjoyed the day if 
you were able to be present in body. And, if only present in spirit, know that today's success is something to 
build on for the future. 
 
“I also want to add a few words from Lee Scott – a Parish Associate at Open Door Church, a long-time farm 
board member, and a dedicated supporter of the farm – and his friend, Canaan, whom Lee introduces in his 
email. Both of their words again point to the incredible work of the Spirit. My friend Canaan is in town. Many of 
you met him at the picnic. He works as a senior leader in county government in Pinellas County in Florida (St. 
Petersburg is the major city, Hillsborough County is Tampa). He reminded me of the truth that what we are 
doing is unique.  
 
“His words, ‘This couldn't happen in Pinellas. We have the diversity but we never come together. This is 
beautiful and I'm amazed by the beauty of this community.’  Let us be encouraged by the work of the Holy Spirit 
today. We did not do this solo or as a committee. We did this by the Peace of the Lord.  God is good and we 
continue to wonder and rejoice in the works that He is doing!” 
 
Fundraising -  “As many of you know, Garfield Community Farm is a ministry of Open Door Church. This means 
that farm staff and the farm board are continually seeking financial support. Some of you have already given 
and/or committed to give. I thank you for your support in this important ministry! Every dollar helps support 
our mission through our three focus areas: increasing accessibility to affordable and healthy produce, providing 
educational opportunities, and restoring the environment. If you would like to continue or begin financially 
supporting Garfield Community Farm, please make out your check to Open Door Church: Garfield Community 
Farm, write my name – AJ Bisesi – in the memo line and send the check to:  Open Door Church, 801 N Negley 
Ave, Pittsburgh, PA 15206. 
 
Prayer Support - “I’d like to end this update with a continued appeal for you to join in prayer with us for the 
farm and for Garfield neighborhood. This summer there has been an increase in gun violence. Please keep 
residents—and especially Garfield’s young people—in prayer.  
 
“We are told that ‘the devil prowls around like a roaring lion looking for someone to devour’ (1 Pet. 5:8). When I 
was young and in the safety of my suburban home of Twinsburg, I would hear this verse and it only made sense 
in my mind as a conceptual metaphor… something that Sunday School teachers would need to draw out or act 
out in their attempt to make it more real. That’s not necessary here. In a community marked with oppression, 
Garfield needs no crayon drawing to understand the reality of the devil as a ‘roaring lion.’ There are visible and 
invisible forces waging battle against all attempts to promote reconciliation, equity, justice, and peace. We need 
your fervent prayer in discerning God’s will—good and pleasing and perfect as it is—and then walking faithfully 
in that will.” 
 
Your sister, 
AJ Bisesi Community Outreach Coordinator  


