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There is a stewardship principal built into God’s economy: You get back, what you give. Paul tells us 

in 2 Corinthians 9:6, “The one who sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and the one who sows 

bountifully will also reap bountifully.” Please don’t misunderstand. This is not at all promoting the 

pursuit of financial reward as an end in itself, as some “health and wealth” preachers would… The 

scripture does not teach that faith equals riches. 

 

An implication of the sowing and reaping principle is that some people struggle financially because 

they have not yet learned to give.  Giving faithfully as God directs means that we have to get our 

financial house in order.  Bill Hybels proposes a simple plan for sound financial management:  1) pay 

God; 2) pay yourself (save); 3) pay your bills. 

 

Certain attitudes also contribute to financial freedom:  2 Corinthians 9:7 “Each of you must give as 

you have made up your mind, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.”  

Cheerful givers are those whose hearts have been overwhelmed and captured by undeserved 

grace.  

 

Here are some very practical steps to financial freedom. 

 

Step 1 – Give Cheerfully.   All giving begins with attitude, not the amount. Giving has nothing to do 

with how much you have…. The first step to financial freedom is to ask the Lord to show you how 

outrageously lavish is his grace toward you. 

 

Step 2 – Give Regularly, Not Haphazardly.  Giving that is honoring to God has a thoughtful faith goal 

that is translated into a plan.… Plan your giving in the same way that you would an addition to your 

house. 

 

Step 3 – Give Your First Fruits.  It was the practice in the Old Testament that people gave the first fruits 

of the harvest or the best of their flock to the Lord. Make the first checks you write each month to 

further the Lord’s work. 

 

Step 4 – Give When It’s Tight.  Giving is an act of faith in the ability of God to provide, whatever the 

circumstances. The beauty of stepping out in faith in regards to our money is that it gives the Lord an 

opportunity to demonstrate his faithfulness to us in very tangible ways. 

 

Step 5 – Give Sacrificially.  C. S. Lewis has said it best, “I do not believe one can settle how much we 

are to give. I am afraid the only safe rule is to give more than we can spare. In other words, if our 

expenditure on comforts, luxuries, and amusements, etc. is up to the standard, among those with the 

same income as our own, we are probably giving too little. If our charities do not at all pinch or 

hamper us, I should say they are too small. There ought to be things we should like to do and cannot 

because our charitable expenditures exclude them.” 

 

Step 6 – Give a Tithe.  There is no more exact guideline for obedience than to give 10% of our income 

to the Lord’s work. Write down your annual or monthly income and multiply by 10%. Here is your goal 

and starting point. Build from there. 

 

Step 7 – Give in Faith.   Giving should always contain the elements of the risk of faith. In the realm of 

stewardship, this is called making a “faith promise.”  In other words, the goal of giving is set to the 

level that the Lord must provide in faith. You reach at least a little beyond where you know the  
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resources will come from. For those who have been practicing tithing for some time, the edge of 

adventure may have been lost. Giving has simply become a financial transaction. Consider what it 

would be to move beyond the routine, to a place of cheerful adventure. 

 

Giving that is honoring to God is motivated by gratitude. Cheerfulness and the awareness of undeserved 

grace are inseparable. When we know what we have been given, we give. And then the cycle repeats 

itself. We get back, what we give. 

 

 

(Source: Discipleship Essentials, by Greg Ogden, Chapter 25, “Giving with Cheerful Abandon,” 

p. 224-228.) 


