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Walking the Advent Path 
by Carolyn Leah 

 

For our secular culture, the Christmas season seems to begin at 

Halloween these days, with decorations and Christmas items 

appearing in our stores and around the community. But for the 

Christian there is a rhythm to the church year and we use that 

rhythm to prepare, celebrate and remember.  This rhythm is called 

the liturgical year and is marked by special seasons on a liturgical 

calendar.  This calendar, used by the church, begins with the 

season of Advent, the preparation season for the birth of Christ.  

The color associated with this season is purple (or blue in some 

church traditions to separate it from the purple of the Lenten 

season).  Advent is marked by the four Sundays preceding 

Christmas.   

During this season, we take a closer look at the meaning of the 

incarnation, God coming to us in this small child born to a young 

woman and her carpenter husband over 2000 years ago.  We 

might read a special devotional book during this time with specific 

readings for each day as we approach Christmas. We might use 

an Advent calendar or an Advent wreath in our homes to mark 

the days and weeks of the season.  Whatever ways we mark this 

season, it can be a time of thoughtfully preparing ourselves and 

coming closer to God.  One way to do that is to take a spiritual 

journey of sorts through our readings, our preparations and our 

experiences, discovering how God is speaking to us this Advent 

season.  

Each Advent season, Beulah has prepared a beautiful and 

meaningful Advent walk or journey inside our sanctuary that helps 

us to engage in this season of Advent in a new and exciting way.  

The Advent Walk is a series of small interactive stations placed 

around the perimeter of the sanctuary.  Each station is designed 

to bring an aspect of the coming of Christ to us by reflecting and 

relating to different materials, readings, music and displays.  The 

stations have places to sit and the “walking” is short between 

stations.  The real walking is done as we expand our spiritual 

connection to God through the story unfolding around the 

sanctuary.   

This year, the stations will help us to look into the rescuing mission 

of the coming of Christ and the ways that our Savior can answer 

the deeper yearnings of our hearts.  We will look at the Christmas 

story in ways that will reveal God’s intricate plan to answer our 

Beulah Church  − reaching  out … to welcome and serve others in the name of  Jesus Christ! 
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The preacher and sermons are the same for each 

Ministry of the Word and Sacrament 

CONTEMPORARY SERVICE - 8:30 AM    TRADITIONAL SERVICE - 11:00 AM 
A member of the prayer team is available for personal prayer immediately following both worship services. 

MINISTRY OF MUSIC 
Traditional Service, 11:00 a.m. 

 

Bill Larson 

Choir Director/Organist 
 

Waiting prayerfully and patiently is always good spiritual 

discipline. As we prepare our homes for the visits of 

friends and family at this busy time, let us not forget to 

take a quiet moment to embrace this Advent season 

while waiting for the joy of Christmas.  At Beulah, we 

always have much music to enjoy during the Christmas 

season.  For many of us, this is a favorite way of 

practicing spiritual discipline -- through the making of 

music, both alone and with others.  

December 8 - “The Story of Christmas” will take place 

during the 11:00 service, and this combined service is 

our version of the traditional lessons and carols service. 

The Sanctuary Choir and McCrady Road 

will be joined this year by the Exceptional 

Friends Bell Choir.  We will sing familiar 

carols and hear readings of the Christmas 

story.  Please plan to stay for the special 

reception following the service. The service on 

December 15 will showcase the Chancel Bells and 

Embellishments. 

December 24, - There are opportunities to join in worship 

at 4:30 p.m. and 7:30 p.m.  The music for the 7:30 service 

begins at 7:00, so remember to come early to 

experience the wonder of Christmas through this extra 

musical presentation.  For the prelude, the Steel Town 

Strings will be again presenting music for four cellos, and 

Richard Szeremany will provide organ music.  The 

Sanctuary Choir will sing movements from Schubert’s 

Mass No. 2 in G. 

And just a reminder: if you 

would like to be part of the 

Sanctuary Choir for the 

Christmas Eve musical 

presentation at the 7:30 

service, that would be 

wonderful.  I do require that singers be present for the 

weekly rehearsals in which we all learn the pieces 

together.  We are beginning to rehearse music for the 

Christmas season, but there is still time to join us.  

continued » 

The Questions of Christmas 

Last year, LifeWay Research found that two-thirds of 

Americans (65 percent) say, "Christmas should be 

more about Jesus."  As a pastor, I find this reassuring 

on one hand because at least there were more than 

50% who said this, but disappointing on the other in 

that the percentage isn’t higher. It is easy to see how 

the busyness of Christmas can make us lose focus on 

what is most important – that God himself came to 

live among us in the infant Jesus.   

When time is in short supply, it is important to ask the 

right questions to help us stay focused on Jesus and 

receive our direction from him instead of from all the 

voices (including our own) that tell us what we 

should be doing.  “The Questions of Christmas” 

sermon series is designed to keep Jesus ever before 

us as we walk through this most blessed season of 

Advent into the celebration of the birth of the Savior 

and King of the world. 

December 1 - Communion  

Why Do We Need Christmas? 

Genesis 3:15; Romans 5:6-8 
 

December 8 - The Story of Christmas 

One Service at 11:00 a.m. 

Advent Scripture Readings and Songs 

A reception follows the service 
 

December 15 

How Did Christmas Come About? 

Matthew 1:1-17 
 

December 22 

Who Is Christmas All About? 

Daniel 7:13-14; Matthew 1:21-23 
 

December 24 - Christmas Eve 

4:30 pm and 7:30 pm 

What’s the Big Deal About Jesus? 

Isaiah 9:2; John 1:1-14 
 

December 29 - One Service at 11:00 a.m.  

Prayer Service around the theme “God’s Mercies 

Never Come to an End” 



PAGE THREE 

 

REVOLUTION WORSHIP 
Contemporary Service, 8:30 a.m. 
 

Kelly Miskis, 

Worship Leader 
 

Who are we, that Jesus would come for us? How we 

can we hail his arrival in a fresh way and celebrate his 

coming in a way that retells the story both in awe and 

worship?  What scenes or songs can capture not only 

this narrative, but its existence in our lives. Those 

questions occupied our minds as Advent planning was 

under way. The Revolution Team Leader Committee 

worked together during the month of October to listen 

to God’s word by studying the sermon passages for 

Advent and to gain direction in how to communicate  

what we heard from God to you, during the hour of 

worship each Sunday.  

We hope you will join us at each service during 

December to watch the story of Christmas fold. And we 

hope you will bring others with you each Sunday. It’s 

easy to stay outside on the fringe.  

The prayerscapes in the sanctuary are dreamed up 

and blessed in a way that only God can do, and stand 

a chance at really harnessing hearts as we walk 

people through a motion and sing them through a 

song as God calls them into the fold. The focus word for 

advent will be “Rescuer”.  Come and see how this 

theme is developed over the four weeks of advent! 

The invitation is here in the first verse of a new song we 

are bringing in this season, called Here Comes Heaven 

by Elevation Worship: 

Children weep no more 

Hope is on the horizon 

Weary world behold 

Your promised Messiah 

We are blessed to Advent-ure with you this Christmas 

season! 

December Worship and Building Closures 
 

Sunday, Dec. 1 - Communion, 8:30 and 11:00 services. 

Sunday, Dec. 8 - The Story of Christmas, 11:00 am. 

Monday, Dec. 23 - Church Open 
 

Tuesday - Friday, Dec 24 - 27 

     Dec 24:  Christmas Eve services at 4:30 and 7:30 pm  

                    (Church closed for regular business today.) 

     Dec 25:  Christmas Day - Church closed. 

     Dec 26:  Church closed. 

     Dec 27:  Church closed. 
 

Sunday, Dec. 29 - One Service at 11:00 a.m. 
 
 

 Monday - Tuesday, Dec 30 & 31 - CHURCH OPEN 

Wednesday, Jan 1 - Church Closed for Holiday 

Thursday, Jan 2 - CHURCH OPEN 

Friday, Jan 3 - Office Closed 

Sunday  
December 8  
11:00 a.m.   

(no 8:30 service)  
 

Come relive the awe and wonder of the birth of our Savior 
through scripture and music.    

 

McCrady Road praise band, the Exceptional Friends Bell 
Choir and the Sanctuary Choir will be sharing their gifts 

with us on this special  Advent Sunday.   

 A reception will follow the service.  

Calling all  Christmas Bakers! 
On December 8, please help us fill 

our cookie table with your delicious 

Christmas baking.  We are asking 

for one dozen of your favorite 

cookies to share with our Beulah family following the 

Story of Christmas Service at 11:00. 

You can drop off your cookies on Saturday, Dec. 7, 

between 10:00 and noon or before the 11:00 service 

on Sunday. For more information, please contact 

Cindy Harris, 412-824-7323. 

Additionally, our Community Choir will be singing on 

December 1.  Simply show up at 10:00 a.m. to 

rehearse. It’s just one way to serve the church and to 

put your spiritual discipline into practice through song. 

The Sanctuary Choir rehearses on Thursday evenings 

from 7:00 until 8:30, and the Chancel Bells and 

Embellishments rehearse on Wednesday evenings 

from 7:00 until 8:30.  As always, our groups are always 

happy to welcome new and returning friends. 



Adult Discovery Class Choices in December  
 

“What Is the S.H.A.P.E. of Your 

Gift?” 

meets in Room 209. When all the 

packages are neatly wrapped 

and placed under the Christmas 

tree, the shapes of the packages often make us 

wonder about what exactly is under the wrapping.  

Whether the package is long and thin, square or 

strangely shaped, each brightly wrapped package 

holds a wonderful, surprising gift inside.  It is the same 

with each of us.  We are special gifts, each in a unique 

wrapping that God has placed in this world for God’s 

purpose in this particular time, in this particular place.  

All wrapped up in our individual package are passions, 

skills, experiences, personalities and spiritual gifts that 

the Holy Spirit has bestowed upon us.  We are not 

exactly like our friend, our spouse or our sibling 

because we are uniquely created to be exactly what 

God wants us to be.   

But how can we begin to know why and for what 

purpose God may have shaped us?  This Advent, we 

will be learning the S.H.A.P.E. of our gift!  Discover with 

us your S - spiritual gifts, H - heart, A - aptitude/abilities, 

P- personality type and E - Experiences and how that 

all comes together to shape who God has gifted you 

to be so that you can be a gift to others in God’s 

name.  As we approach the season of Christmas, let’s 

take a look together at how we can be a gift, 

honoring the Christ child.  We will pull all these pieces 

together to discover how God has already worked 

and continues to work in our lives helping us to 

discover God’s purpose for us in “What Is the S.H.A.P.E. 

of Your Gift?” on Sunday mornings at 9:45 AM. 

December 1:  We will look at Personality and a tool 

called the Enneagram to discover some interesting 

aspects of our individual personalities.  We will also 

highlight some other personality tools that help us to 

think more broadly about our own gifts and how we 

might relate to others.   

December 8:  There is only one service on this date, 

The Story of Christmas, at 11:00 a.m., but don’t forget to 

join us at 9:45 a.m.!   

Come and take time to chat about the discoveries 

you made so far with your Spiritual Gifts Inventory, 

 

Discipleship Ministry 

Carolyn Leah  

Director of Christian Discipleship 

Personality Type tests and uncovering your heart/

passions and aptitudes.  We will have all of the 

tools available to take if you missed any from our 

first three sessions.   

Discipleship Team members will be available to talk 

with you about what you have discovered so far!   

December 15:  Wrap up the entire package with us 

by adding in Experiences.  What do the 

experiences that God has already led us through 

have to do with who God is shaping for use in 

Christ’s kingdom?  Perhaps some new discoveries 

and ah-ha! moments will come to light.  We will pull 

it all together and pray together over the gifts that 

have been “unwrapped”! 

“The Christmas Story through 

Middle Eastern Eyes” meets in 

Room 206. Our second Adult 

Discipleship offering for the 

Advent season will help us 

uncover the details of the 

Christmas story from a Middle-

Eastern cultural perspective.   

Across the centuries we have introduced into the 

Scripture itself a remarkable number of 

mythological elements. Some of these are so old 

and so pervasive that they are unconsciously 

affirmed. 

For example, we assume that Jesus was born the 

night the Holy Family arrived. What Luke 2:3 

actually says is that the Holy Family “went up” to 

Bethlehem. Then, v.6 reads, “While they were there 

her days were fulfilled….“ This naturally means that 

the last stages of Mary’s pregnancy took place 

in Bethlehem (two weeks? a month?) after their 

arrival.  Furthermore, was it in the winter?  During 

the winter in Bethlehem, shepherds return to their 

villages at night.  Only in summer do they 

occasionally spend the night in the field. 

So does this change our view of the Christmas 

story?  These details and others help us to look at 

the story in a new light, especially one that fits the 

culture and time into which Jesus was born.  Come 

discover, through a video presentation from 

biblical scholar Ken Bailey, a new look at the 

various details of the story from a Middle-Eastern 

cultural perspective.  You will see the story in a 

whole new way and be blessed by it!  
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Children’s Christmas Play 

Sunday, December 22, at 9:45 a.m. 
 

Join us in Fellowship Hall at 9:45 a.m. for a special 

Christmas Play put on by the children of the 

church.  The children look forward to sharing the 

Christmas story with you in a sweet and engaging 

way!  The play will allow us an opportunity to 

support our children in their efforts to bring the 

Christmas story to life and give us an opportunity to 

fellowship together in the days leading up to 

Christmas Eve.  There are no other Sunday 

Discovery Classes that day so we can all join in the 

fun.  Children ages 3 through Grade 6 are able to 

participate in the play.  Children will be actors, 

animals and narrators for the play.  Whether you 

usually attend the 8:30 service or the 11:00 service, 

don’t miss the 9:45 to 10:45 hour this Sunday!   

Early Christmas Eve Service - 4:30 P.M. 

Each year, our early Christmas Eve service allows 

the children to lead us in the celebration of Christ’s 

birth.  Through music, readings, drama and a 

favorite processional of the manger, the children 

help us to worship and praise God for the birth of 

Jesus.  Children of all ages will have various parts in 

the service. 

Exceptional Friends Bells 

in the Community 

Saturday, Dec. 7th 

Playing from  

10:30 - 11:00 a.m. 
 

Gifts of Hope Fair Trade Shopping Event  
 

Location: East End Cooperative Ministry,  

6140 Station Street, Pittsburgh, 15206.   

Day Date Time Purpose Ages Room(s) 

Sunday Dec. 1 9:45 - 10:45 AM Play Practice Pre-K thru Gr 6 108/109B 

Thursday Dec. 5 6:30 - 7:15 PM Play Practice 1st - 6th Gr ONLY 109 B 

 Dec. 5 6:45 - 8:00 PM Christmas Eve Practice 1st - 6th Gr ONLY 108 

Sunday Dec. 8 9:45 - 10:45 AM Play Practice Pre-K thru Gr 6 108/109B 

Thursday Dec. 12 6:30 - 7:15 PM Play Practice 1st - 6th Gr ONLY 109 B 

 Dec. 12 6:45 - 8:00 PM Christmas Eve Practice 1st - 6th Gr ONLY 108 

Sunday Dec. 15 9:45 - 10:45 AM Play Practice Pre-K thru Gr 6 108/109B/MGB 

Thursday Dec. 19 6:00 - 7:00 PM Play Practice Pre K - Gr 6 MGB HALL 

 Dec. 19 7:00 - 8:00 PM Christmas Eve Practice ALL CHILDREN Sanctuary 

Sunday Dec. 22 9:00 - 9:45 AM Play Readiness Pre-K thru Gr 6 Fireside/MGB 

 Dec. 22 9:45 - 10:45 AM Play Presentation & Fellowship Pre-K thru Gr 6 MGB HALL 

Tuesday Dec. 24 4:00 - 4:15 PM Children arrive for Early service ALL CHILDREN Sanctuary 

  4:15 - 4:30 PM Children’s Musical Prelude Pre-K thru Gr 6 Sanctuary 

  4:30 - 5:30 PM Early Service - Children Lead ALL CHILDREN Sanctuary 

Children’s Rehearsal Schedule 

Come and shop for the holidays and support our 

Exceptional Friends by coming to listen to their mini 

bell concert!  We look forward to playing  

in worship on December 8 as well!   
 

This event is sponsored by Uniquely the Same, Inc., 

whose purpose is understanding and addressing the 

core needs of individuals and families affected by 

disability or economic disadvantage.  Cal Clark 

(Garnet Clark’s son) is their founder and president. 
 

Our Exceptional Friends program is growing and we 

have moved our main program up to Fellowship Hall 

from 5:30 PM – 7:30 PM.  We can always use extra help 

to prepare, serve and clean up our meal time. Talk to 

Carolyn Leah or Phyllis Rinsma if you would like to help 

our group.   

 

https://www.uniquelythesame.org/our-idea/our-initiatives/gifts-of-hope/


Beulah Christian Preschool 

and Child Care Ministry  
 

 

 

Mary had a baby - oh yes!  

The baby’s name was Jesus- oh yes!   

These are some of the words to one of the many 

Christmas songs we sing with our children! Children 

and grown-ups alike can’t wait to celebrate 

Christmas, and our activities will focus on the birth of 

Christ.  We’ll read MANY stories about Jesus’ birth and 

make special surprise gifts for our grown-ups. We’ll 

play with Nativity sets! The children will host classroom 

birthday parties for Jesus complete with cake and the 

traditional birthday song Happy Birthday Dear 

Jesus….!   The season will conclude with the telling of 

the “real” Christmas story by our Pre-Kindergarten 

class at a special worship service. This long-time 

tradition is a treasured part of BCPCC history and 

always helps us prepare for the Savior’s birth!  Please 

consider joining us on either Wednesday, December 

18, or Thursday, December 19, at 11:00 a.m. in the 

Beulah sanctuary! 

While our focus is on the birth of our Savior, we do not 

shy away from discussions about Santa Claus when 

the subject comes up in a class because the children 

do talk about this beloved figure all the time!  As is our 

role at BCPCC, we seek to educate the children and 

families about the real “reason for the season” but we 

do have many appropriate ways to connect Santa 

with Jesus’s birthday.  These meaningful connections 

assist us in managing all of the fun surrounding the 

traditions of Santa while keeping the meaning of 

Christmas at the center of all we do during the month.   

Registration for the 2020-2021 school year will take 

place later this winter in February and March, so 

please share about our program with your neighbors, 

families and friends!  We have both part-day and full-

day classes that run either 9 or 

12 months.  We will post details 

at a later date- watch for 

registration information to 

come!  

We pray that all of you will have 

a blessed Christmas and 

wonderful New Year filled with 

God’s joy and peace! 

Tracy Belmonte, Director              

www.facebook.com/beulahpreschool 
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Poinsettia Orders Begin December 1st 

On Christmas Eve we will be 

enhancing the Chancel and 

Sanctuary with fresh poinsettias and 

are asking for your help in 

purchasing them. The cost is $14.00. 

Poinsettias may be purchased in 

honor or in memory of loved ones. You may take 

your poinsettias home following the 7:30 Christmas 

Eve Service.  The poinsettias will be sold before and 

after Worship on December 1, December 8 and 

December 15.   

You may also purchase Sanctuary flowers for 2020 

when you purchase your Poinsettias.   

Produce to People - December 14 

Save the date for Beulah's final P2P for 

this year.  P2P is the Greater Pittsburgh 

Community Food Bank's large-scale 

distribution program.  Each family 

receives 30-50 pounds of food, mostly 

fresh produce. P2P is an additional 

resource for the local food pantry. 

Through 92 P2P distributions across all locations, the 

Food Bank distributed almost two million pounds of 

food to working families, with 68% of this food being 

fresh produce. 

Sign up Nov. 24, Dec. 1 or 8, or call Janice Bishop  

(412-795-3908) for more information.  We meet at 8:15 

a.m. at Beulah’s kitchen entrance to carpool to Martin 

Luther King, Jr. Elementary School and are usually 

done around noon.  

ALZHEIMER’S CAREGIVERS SUPPORT GROUP 

MONDAY, DECEMBER 9, AT 7:30 P.M. 

The Alzheimer’s Caregivers Support Group will meet  

from 7:30 – 9:00 pm, in room 206. Anyone with a loved 

one with any type of dementia is welcome to join us 

for a time of sharing caregiving 

concerns and possible solutions. Bring 

a friend who has a loved one  

in a dementia care community or at 

home.  We associate with the 

Alzheimer's Association.   

Contact Ruth McKean, 412-271-1399, or 

rmckean2@verizon.net for further information.  

mailto:rmckean2@verizon.net


Youth and Missional 

Outreach  
 

Alex Ruzanic, Director 

 

 

What’s Happening in Youth Ministry? 

We are ending our second fall of the East End Youth 

Ministry. As you have been reading, we have been 

working on LAMENT.  This has truly been a blessing for 

us all.  I wanted to share a little of what we have 

been learning.   

A lament or lamentation is a 

passionate expression of grief, 

from the Bible.  Laments can also 

be expressed verbally, where 

the participants lament about 

something they regret or 

someone they've lost.  The first 

session went beautifully. Biblical Lament is a tool that 

God’s people use to navigate pain and suffering.  

Lament is vital prayer for the people of God because 

it enables them to petition for God to help deliver 

them from distress, suffering, and pain, while still 

finding hope in God.  It’s not a word we use much 

these days. In fact, lamenting is an art that we don’t 

often practice in Western culture.  Rather than 

express our emotions, we tend to hide them, distract 

ourselves from feeling them, or even pretend they 

don’t exist.  

How do you distract yourself from your feelings?  To 

put it simply…LAMENT…is crying out.  It is crying out to 

God while still finding hope. It is rooted in HOPE in 

Christ. In life we’ll do anything but face the pain and 

heartache we feel.  We need the HOPE of JESUS.  The 

laments in Scripture do more than just voice painful 

emotions. The psalms of lament go further than just 

releasing pent-up emotions. Within themselves, these 

psalms are a theology, a doxology, a form of worship.  

They are reminders of truth. They are exercises in faith.  

They are transformative for the believer. And there is 

much we can learn from them. The three-fold 

response of a biblical LAMENT is 1. Cry Out. 2. Ask God 

for help. 3. Trust God and lean on HOPE.  I want to 

encourage you all to LAMENT.  There is something 

beautiful and reassuring in knowing that God loves us 

still when we can cry out and find hope in Jesus.  We 

pray that you will seek God and find Hope in Jesus this 

Advent and Christmas Season.  I am remined of the 

words of this popular Christmas Carol: 
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Hark! The herald angels sing, 

“Glory to the newborn King. 

Peace on earth, and mercy mild, 

God and sinners reconciled!” 

Joyful, all ye nations, rise, 

Join the triumph of the skies; 

With the angelic host proclaim, 

“Christ is born in Bethlehem!” 

Hark! The herald angels sing, 

“Glory to the newborn King!” 

 

May we celebrate, cry out and give glory to Christ 

the newborn King and our coming Messiah.  

I wanted to also encourage everyone to join in the 

fun at the Great January Getaway on January 3-5, 

2019. If you have any questions, please ask me or 

look at the article in this Beulah Life.  

Schedule for December  
 

1  Discovery Hour  

4 East End Youth Ministry 5-7:30 p.m. 

8  Discovery Hour 

11  East End Youth Ministry Christmas Party 5:00 -

 7:30 p.m. Please bring a gift for the White 

 Elephant gift exchange 

15  Discovery Hour  

 Visit Homebound Folks and Deliver Poinsettias 

 (after the 11 a.m. service until 3 p.m. We will 

 have lunch together)  

22  Discovery Hour 

24  Christmas Eve Services 

29  NO DISCOVERY HOUR - One Service,11:00 a.m. 

Confirmation Class and Youth Discovery Hour 

During the December Discovery Hours, the 

Confirmation Class will be back to meeting 

downstairs with our regular curriculum, examining 

this Advent and Christmas season a little differently. 

We will look at four different ways the coming of 

the Messiah affected four individuals.  We will study 

how to prepare for the Messiah, what the 

shepherds heard and saw, what Mary went 

through, and finally what Joseph experienced.  

Rich Stevens and I will be leading this study in room 

102.  Come on out and learn about Advent in a 

new way even if you aren’t in confirmation class.   



 God Is Doing BIG Things through Us! 
 

The Holy Spirit is at work in and through Beulah 

Church!  We see the growing impact of our 

discipleship ministries on people of all ages, but 

particularly children, youth, and individuals with 

differing abilities.  International and local mission and 

outreach partnerships have given us opportunities to 

be a part of God’s exciting work both near and far.  

Our worship services are transformational as they 

rekindle our love for God and one another. 
 

Do you see it?   

Do you hear it?   

Do you feel it?   
 

When we see what God is doing and reflect on his 

blessings in our lives and in our church, love and 

gratitude overflow into generosity.   We have been 

blessed by your commitments to the 2020 budget.  

Your loving and prayerful support allow us to dream 

big as we continue to seek God’s plans for us in the 

new year. 

If you have not yet returned a Commitment Card, 

they are available at the church and to download 

from our website.   

Generosity is expressed by our financial commitments 

and also by serving through using the gifts and talents 

that God has given, as Paul wrote in 1 Corinthians 

12:7, “for the common good.” 

Whatever your gifts or abilities, whatever amount you 

are led to contribute, whatever time you make for 

God’s work in the world, all these things bless the heart 

of God when they are given with gratitude and joy.   

Join us as we offer all of what we have and all of who 

we are to the Lord to be used for big things in his 

Kingdom work in the world!   

 

Pastor Cynthia and Carolyn Leah 

  
 

Because of your generosity at the Pancake Breakfast and Soup Sale, the Deacons are 

blessed to have funds available with which to purchase Christmas presents for children who 

we have already identified within our Beulah family.   

Therefore, in lieu of the congregation purchasing individual presents this year, we are 

requesting that you please open your hearts and wallets and donate to Beulah’s Season of Giving.  The 

envelopes for the Thanksgiving and Christmas Offering for the Community Food Bank and Presbyterian 

Disaster Relief are located in the holders on backs of the chairs until December 21. 

With grateful hearts, 

Beulah Deacons 

Thursday, Dec. 12, 11:00 a.m. in the Sanctuary 

in Woodland Hills H.S. Chamber Choir 
 

Munchin' with the Ministers returns to celebrate 

Advent with one of our most popular programs -- 

Christmas festivities with the Woodland Hills High 

School Chamber Choir and popular seasonal songs 

chosen by you and accompanied by pianist Debby 

Carberry. As usual, the program will be in our "hall-

decked" sanctuary.  

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

If you plan to attend, please consider pitching in as 

you are able and signing up in advance to help with 

some aspect of the necessary work: setting tables, 

putting clean dishes away after the meal or taking 

tablecloths home to wash, dry and return. This will be 

especially important this month when we well might 

be feeding around 70 people.  
 

Programs are offered free.  Reservations for lunch will 

be $7.00 per person. 

Tickets are sold after worship on the two Sundays 

before the program each month, or may be reserved 

by calling the church office at 412-242-4570.  

Advance payment is accepted on or before the 

Tuesday on the week of the program. 

What’s Happening with Munchin’ in 2020? 

Because of declining attendance, the steering 

committee has decided to reduce the Munchin' 

offerings to two each spring and fall. Current plans 

are for a Bible study in April and book review in May.   
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Presents for Beulah’s Children



 Thanksgiving  

and Christmas 

Mission Offering 

Continues through December 21, 2019 

This year, MOST has decided to do things 

somewhat differently than in years past.  MOST is 

offering two opportunities for expressing our 

compassion to those in our local community as well 

as nationally and internationally.  We are 

combining the usual Thanksgiving and Christmas 

Offerings into a single offering.  Special offering 

envelopes will be available through December 21.  

Our focus for this offering this fall will be: 

The Greater Pittsburgh 

Community Food Bank’s 

mission is to feed people in 

need and mobilize the community to eliminate 

hunger. They are a proud member of Feeding 

America. Their vision is a hunger-free southwestern 

Pennsylvania. Their work includes Produce to 

People, which Beulah volunteers support, helping 

to distribute food on the Northside of Pittsburgh 

and the annual KDKA Turkey Fund. 

Presbyterian Disaster 

Assistance (PDA) provides 

a wide variety of disaster 

relief support internationally as well as nationally.  

Most recently Hurricane Dorian made landfall in 

the Bahamas as a Category 5 hurricane on Sept. 1.  

PDA is working with partners on the ground in the 

Bahamas to respond to the immediate needs with 

a solidarity grant.  Thus far the grant has primarily 

helped evacuees in shelters with emergency 

needs.  PDA is working with ACT Alliance to plan for 

long-term recovery support.   

Please mark your choice for the recipient(s) of your 

gift on the offering envelope and return it to the 

church. We will have special offering envelopes 

are available at the church. Thank you for your 

willingness to share generously your blessings with 

others.  

In His service, 
 

Tim and Ramona Bosse, Co-Chairs 

Mission and Outreach Support Team (MOST) 

 

The following is a typical breakdown of the  

weekend’s events: 

 

Friday Night there will be some group activities for all 

of us together.  

Saturday Morning we will have a time of learning 

with Ligonier and/or Beulah Staff.  

Saturday Afternoon there will be a few activities that 

you can choose to participate in. (for example: zip 

line, ropes course, indoor climbing wall, indoor rafts, 

outside winter nature walk, sled riding, and more! 

Saturday Night; an outdoor bonfire with all the 

s’mores fixin’s provided by Ligonier staff. Also, praise 

and worship led by Beulah. 

Sunday Morning; Worship service led by Beulah. 

 

January 3 - 5, 2020 
Laurelville Christian Retreat Center 

Ligonier, PA 

 
For pricing information and other details contact 

Jeff & Gina Gelpi, (724) 523-0220 or email them at 

jerethin3@comcast.net.   
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CHRISTMAS SHOPPING ON AMAZON?  
 

CHECK OUT BEULAH’S WISH LIST! 
 

While you are shopping on 

Amazon, if you want to 

plan ahead to support 

Beulah’s Summer Camp 

program, there is a wish list 

of items you can purchase 

and have shipped to the 

church that will help us 

obtain certain supplies that 

we will need in 2020.   

If you have a PDF version of this newsletter, just click 

the link here, or search Amazon Wish Lists for Beulah 

Summer Camps Wish List.  

mailto:jerethin3@comcast.net
https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/2AHBOH39OSGPU?ref_=wl_share
https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/2AHBOH39OSGPU?ref_=wl_share
https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/2AHBOH39OSGPU?ref_=wl_share
https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/2AHBOH39OSGPU?ref_=wl_share
https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/2AHBOH39OSGPU?ref_=wl_share


Staffing Change 
  

Lucinda Wiebe, our Office and Communications 

Supervisor, will be retiring at the end of January.  

Lucinda has served Beulah Church for over 9 years.  

We will miss her welcoming smile and willingness to 

help in any way.  For the month of January, she will 

be cutting back to 20 hours a week and may come 

in occasionally during the month of February when 

some of our key volunteers will be away.   
 

We ask you to be in prayer as Staff Relations 

Committee and Pastor Cynthia interview 

candidates and discern God’s will for the new 

person to fill this vital role. 
  

On January 19 we will be saying thank you to 

Lucinda and honoring her during the fellowship time 

after each worship service. 

Watch our worship services 

live on YouTube:  

 

www.youtube.com/user/beulahpresby/

videos  

We hear good things about 

your prayer partnerships! As 

the holidays approach 

please continue to reach 

out to your prayer partner. 

While this is a joyous season it is also quite stressful 

and for some quite a lonely time. Lift your partner in 

prayer and keep in touch so that you are aware of 

specific prayer concerns your partner may have.  

Keep those prayers coming!!  Stay tuned for details 

about a prayer partner social coming this winter. 

A Few Words from Pastor Cynthia 

 

Join Us in 2020 for a Fresh Look at 

the Bible from Creation to Christ’s Return 
 

We all like a good story and good stories have two 

important elements: engaging characters that are 

relatable and a resolution to the central problems of the 

story.  These two elements are evident as we look at the 

whole of Scripture, starting with the Old Testament.  The 

unity of the Bible is found in the revelation of the identity 

and character of God and his saving plan for humanity 

in Christ.  

Beginning in January of 2020, we will embark on an 

exciting journey in our Sunday morning Discovery 

classes and sermons that will lead us through the whole 

of Scripture. The title is CASKET EMPTY and it points to the 

life, death, and resurrection of the Messiah as the 

center of the biblical story. The title is an acronym with 

each letter representing a key period in God’s 

redemptive story.  It is a mnemonic device to help us 

remember the these key periods. 

CASKET EMPTY also shows the downward slope of sin 

which leads to death (CASKET) which is reversed by 

Christ’s resurrection (EMPTY). It is the story of the entire 

Bible simply explained with Jesus at its center. 

  

 

 

 

 

Some of you may remember our experience with The 

Story some years ago. CASKET EMPTY differs from our 

experience with The Story in that the central theme is 

Jesus and the Discovery class material presented will 

not be the same as the sermon topics. 

This journey will help us keep the perspective that the 

Bible is a grand story, from God’s creation to Christ’s 

return. It will bring us back again and again to the 

central questions of God’s love, human sin, and God’s 

great plan of redemption. Join us for the best story that 

has ever been told. 

This journey will help us keep the perspective that the 

Bible as a grand story, from God’s creation to Christ’s 

return.  It will bring us back again and again to the 

central questions of God’s love, human sin, and God’s 

great plan of redemption. Join us for the best story that 

has ever been told. 

C = Creation 

A = Abraham 

S  = Sinai 

K  = Kings 

E  = Exile 

T  = Temple 

E  =  Expectations 

M = Messiah 

P  = Pentecost 

T   = Teaching 

Y  = Yet to Come 
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Becoming a Beulah Member 

Interested in finding out about 

becoming a Beulah Member?  Our 

membership program is one of 

individualized mentoring relationships.   

Contact Carolyn Leah if you are 

interested in taking the next step and having her 

match you up with a mentoring partner or pair. 

Email her at cleah@beulahpresby.org. 

https://www.youtube.com/user/beulahpresby/videos
https://www.youtube.com/user/beulahpresby/videos
mailto:cleah@beulahpresby.org
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The Season of Advent at Beulah 

 

 

 

 
First Sunday in Advent -Communion 

December 1 - 8:30 and 11:00 A.M. 

Revealing the Story of Christmas interactive prayerscapes in the sanctuary. 
 

Discovery Classes at 9:45 a.m. 
 

Second Sunday in Advent - The Story of Christmas  
December 8 - 11:00 a.m., reception following 

Featuring Exceptional Friends Bells, McCrady Road, and the Sanctuary Choir 
Revealing the Story of Christmas interactive prayerscapes in the sanctuary. 

 

Discovery Classes at 9:45 a.m. 

Advent Devotional Walk in the Sanctuary from noon to 1:30 pm and 4 pm to 6 pm 

 

Third Sunday in Advent 
December 15 - 8:30 and 11:00 a.m. 

Revealing the Story of Christmas interactive prayerscapes in the sanctuary. 
 

Discovery Classes at 9:45 a.m. 

Advent Devotional Walk in the Sanctuary from noon to 1:30 pm and 4 pm to 6 pm 

 

Fourth Sunday in Advent 
December 22 - 8:30 and 11:00 a.m. 

Revealing the Story of Christmas interactive prayerscapes in the sanctuary. 
 

“Celebrate the Story” Children’s Christmas Play 

9:45 a.m., MGB Fellowship Hall 

 

 
Christmas Eve  - 4:30 and 7:30  p.m. 

Come early to either service for a musical prelude as the congregation gathers. 
 

4:30 service (4:15 prelude) featuring McCrady Road praise band and children leading in worship  

through music, readings, drama, and the processional of the manger. 
 

7:30 service (7:00 prelude) featuring Steel Town Strings four cellos, the Sanctuary Choir,  

and Rev. Dr. J. Richard Szeremany, organist 
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 “Walking the Advent Path”, continued from page 1 
navigate the stations and engage in the activity at each 

station.  You will not be rushed during your time, this is a 

place to take all the time you need.   

Come and enjoy what has been created for you in this 

special Advent Walk as you prepare for the birth of our 

Savior!   

  Advent Blessings! 

   

     

   Carolyn Leah 

 

 

 

longing.  Each station will allow us to expand the 

ways we experience knowing God more deeply.   

Each of us has certain ways that we ordinarily like to 

experience God.  Maybe your “usual” way is to 

hear spiritual music, or to read your Bible or by 

getting involved with an action project.  God has 

given each of us multiple ways of receiving and 

deepening our relationship with God, but 

sometimes we only open the receptors with which 

we are most familiar.  This year, each of our Advent 

stations will allow you to see, by using a symbol key, 

the different ways that are being used at each 

station to open us up to knowing God more deeply.  

As you make the journey from station to station, be 

open to receiving God’s incarnational story in new 

ways.  It may be the most meaningful Advent for 

you!   

The Advent Walk will be open this year from Friday 

evening, December 6, through Sunday evening, 

December 15, with select hours each day (see the 

schedule on this page). We are allowing more days 

this year so that more people can experience this 

meaningful Advent practice. Invite your friends, 

come by yourself or with a small group, come 

several times.  The journey begins inside the main 

sanctuary doors and moves clockwise around the 

sanctuary.  Plan for at least 30 to 45 minutes but 

some may enjoy the stations longer.  This is a self-

guided walk with a printed guide that will help you 

Church Staff  412.242.4570 

Pastor/Head of Staff 

Rev. Dr. Cynthia Reyes Fillmore (ext 12) 

cfillmore@beulahpresby.org 
 

Director of Christian Discipleship 

Carolyn Leah (ext 17) 

cleah@beulahpresby.org 
 

Director of Youth & Missional Outreach 

Alex Ruzanic (ext 14) 

aruzanic@beulahpresby.org 
 

Choir Director/Organist 

Bill Larson (ext 13) 

blarson@beulahpresby.org 
 

Revolution Worship Leader 

Kelly Miskis 

kmiskis@beulahpresby.org 

 

Business Administrator 

Debra Perry (ext 16) 

dperry@beulahpresby.org 
 

Office & Communications Supervisor 

Lucinda Wiebe (ext 10) 

lwiebe@beulahpresby.org 
 

Audio/Visual Technician 

Jeremy Bosse 

jbosse@beulahpresby.org 
 

Congregational Care Assistant 

Ann Turnock  412-727-7251 

aturnock@beulahpresby.org 
 

Head Custodian 

Ken Conner (ext 11) 

412-999-2489(cell - work hours only) 

kconner@beulahpresby.org 

 

Evening Custodian  

Kayla Davis 
 

Sunday Nursery Caregivers 

Teresa Mason 

Debbie Wilson 
 

Director of Worship and Music Emeritus 

Rev. Dr. J. Richard Szeremany 
________________________________ 
 

Beulah Christian Preschool  
and Childcare Staff  412-242-4424 
 

Director 

Tracy Belmonte (ext 28) 

tbelmonte@beulahpresby.org 
 

Assistant Administrative Director 

Cindy Mathieu (ext 27) 

cmathieu@beulahpresby.org 

Location:  2500 McCrady Road, Pittsburgh, PA 15235            Office:  412.242.4570              Website: www.BeulahPresby.org             

Contact Beulah staff during office hours - 9:00 am to 5:00 pm, Monday through Thursday.  A pastor is on call after office 

hours every day of the week.  To reach a pastor in an emergency, call the church (412-242-4570), and press 9 for the 

phone number of the pastor on call.  For building closures due to weather concerns please check your local news 

networks.  Live-stream our worship services on YouTube at www.youtube.com/user/beulahpresby/videos. 

Times for the Advent Walk: 

Friday, Dec. 6  open 6 to 8 pm 

Saturday, Dec. 7 open 9 to noon 

Sunday, Dec. 8 open noon to 1:30, 4 to 7 pm 

Monday, Dec. 9 open 9 am to 8 pm 

Tuesday, Dec. 10 open 9 to11 am, noon to 8 pm 

Wednesday, Dec. 11 open 10 am to 8 pm 

Thursday, Dec. 12  open noon to 6 pm 

Friday, Dec. 13 open 10 am to 8 pm 

Saturday, Dec. 14 open 9 am to noon 

Sunday, Dec. 15 open noon to 1:30, 4 to 7 pm 

https://www.youtube.com/user/beulahpresby/videos

