
Praying for Persecuted Christians 

Note: The source of the information included here is Open Doors, www.OpenDoorsUSA.org, a well- 

known and highly respected organization. 

What is Christian Persecution?  “Christian persecution is any hostility experienced from the 

world as a result of one's identification as a Christian.  From verbal harassment to hostile 

feelings, attitudes and actions, Christians in areas with severe religious restrictions pay a heavy 

price for their faith.   Beatings, physical torture, confinement, isolation, rape, severe punishment, 

imprisonment, slavery, discrimination in education and employment, and even death are just a 

few examples of the persecution they experience on a daily basis.”  

“According to The Pew Research Center, over 75% of the world's population lives in areas with 

severe religious restrictions (and many of these people are Christians).  Also, according to the 

United States Department of State, Christians in more than 60 countries face persecution from 

their governments or surrounding neighbors simply because of their belief in Jesus Christ.”  

Why does the Beulah congregation need to pray about this?    We in America have been blessed 

by being able to worship freely in the churches and synagogues of our choosing.  This is not the case in 

many countries around the world.  Indeed, 2016 has been another year of increased persecution, making it 

the worst year in modern times.  There are over 60 countries where persecution of Christians is permitted 

and even encouraged.  If we don’t help these fellow Christians through our prayers, who will? 

Open Doors has drawn up a World Watch List of the 50 worst countries where Christians are persecuted.  

Included on this list, with the worst being listed first are: North Korea, Iraq, Eritrea, Afghanistan, Syria, 

Pakistan, Somalia, Sudan, Iran, Libya, Yemen, Nigeria, Maldives, Saudi Arabia, Uzbekistan, Kenya, 

India, Ethiopia, Turkmenistan, Vietnam, Qatar, Egypt, Myanmar, Palestinian Territories, Brunei, Central 

African Republic, Jordan, Djibouti, Laos, Malaysia, Tajikistan, Tunisia, China, Azerbaijan, Bangladesh, 

Tanzania, Algeria, Bhutan, Comoros, Mexico, Kuwait, Kazakhstan, Indonesia, Mali, Turkey, Colombia, 

United Arab Emirates, Bahrain, Niger, and Oman.  A map showing where these countries are located may 

be found by going to the Open Door site and clicking on the World Watch List. 

Information and Stories Which Could be Included During the Prayers of the People - This 

information will be updated monthly 

 Each month an average of 322 Christians are killed for their faith. 

 Each month an average of 214 churches and Christian properties are destroyed. 

 Each month an average of 722 acts of violence are committed against Christians (beatings, 

abductions, rapes, forced marriages, arrests, etc.) 

 200 of the 276 schoolgirls who were kidnapped by Boko Haram in Nigeria in 2014 are still being 

held captive.  Stories from the 76 who have been rescued indicate the girls are forcefully 

converted to Islam and then married to Muslim men with no regard to the age of the girl.  Please 

pray for all the girls to be returned safely to their families, and for peace and comfort for their 

loved ones who have been missing them for so long. 

 A pastor in Indonesia was severely injured when he was the victim of a suicide bombing attempt.  

Pray for his healing and determination to continue his ministry. 

http://www.opendoorsusa.org/


 Aurora in Colombia and her children watched criminal gang members beat her husband to death 

for his pastoral ministry.  Please pray for them to heal spiritually and mentally from this awful 

experience and for Aurora to be able to feed and protect her children. 

 Pray for Christian refugees from Iraq and Syria who are being intimidated by other refugees in 

Germany. 

 Pray for the members of 18 churches which have been burned down in Chile. 

 Sitora of Tajikistan was brutally beaten by her brother because of her Christian faith.  Sitora now 

lives in a safe house provided by Open Doors.  Please pray for her to remain steadfast in her faith. 

Scripture References 

Matthew 5:10  “Blessed are those who are persecuted because of righteousness, for theirs is the 

kingdom of heaven.” 

James 1:12 “Blessed is the one who perseveres under trial because, having stood the test, 

that person will receive the crown of life that the Lord has promised to those who love him.” 

Galatians 3:28  “…for you are all one in Christ Jesus.” 

Matthew 5:44 “But I tell you, love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you,” 

Romans 8:35  “Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall trouble or hardship or 

persecution or famine or nakedness or danger or sword?” 

I Thessalonians 3:7  “Therefore, brothers and sisters, in all our distress and persecution we were 

encouraged about you because of your faith.” 

II Thessalonians 1:4  “Therefore, among God’s churches we boast about your perseverance and 

faith in all the persecutions and trials you are enduring.” 

Revelation 2:10  “Do not fear what you are about to suffer. Behold, the devil is about to cast 

some of you into prison, so that you will be tested, and you will have tribulation for ten days. Be faithful 

until death, and I will give you the crown of life.” Pray that those persecuted won’t fear suffering, shame 

or death. 

Hebrews 10:32-36  “Remember those earlier days after you had received the light, when 

you endured in a great conflict full of suffering. Sometimes you were publicly exposed to insult 

and persecution; at other times you stood side by side with those who were so treated. You 

suffered along with those in prison and joyfully accepted the confiscation of your property, 

because you knew that you yourselves had better and lasting possessions. So do not throw away 

your confidence; it will be richly rewarded. You need to persevere so that when you have done 

the will of God, you will receive what he has promised.” 
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https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1%20Thessalonians+3:7&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2%20Thessalonians+1:4&version=NIV


Betsy’s 

“Let your light shine before others, so that they may see your good works and give glory to your Father 

who is in heaven.”   Matt. 5: 16 

 

“All men will hate you because of me, but he who stands firm to the end will be saved.   

Mark 13:13 

 

“Blessed are you when others revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of evil against you falsely 

on my account.  Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven.”   Luke 6: 22-23 

 

“I have told you these things so that in me you may have peace.  In this world you will have trouble.  But 

take heart!  I have overcome the world.”  John 16:33 

 

“…We also rejoice in our suffering, because we know that suffering produces perseverance; 

perseverance, character; and character, hope.  And hope does not disappoint us, because God has 

poured out His love into our hearts by the Holy Spirit whom he has given us.”  Rom. 5: 4 ,5 

 

“Therefore, my dear brothers, stand firm. Let nothing move you.  Always give yourselves fully to the 

work of the Lord, because you know that your labor in the Lord is not in vain.”  

I Cor. 14:58 

 

“We do not want you to be ignorant, brothers, of the affliction we experienced in Asia,  for we were so 

utterly burdened beyond our strength that we despaired even of life itself.  Indeed, we felt that we had 

received the sentence of death.  But that was to make us rely not on ourselves but on God who raises 

the dead.”  II Cor. 1:8-9 

 

“Therefore I will boast all the more gladly of my weaknesses, so that the power of Christ may rest upon 

me.  For the sake of Christ, then, I am content with weaknesses, insults, hardships, persecutions, and 

calamities.  For when I am weak, then I am strong.”  II Cor. 12:9-10 

 

“For me, to live is Christ and to die is gain.”  Phil. 1: 21 

 



“Now I want you to know, brothers, that what has happened to me has really served to advance the 

gospel.  As a result, it has become clear throughout the whole palace guard and to everyone else that I 

am in chains for Christ.”   Phil. 1:12, 13 

 

“We had previously suffered and been insulted in Philippi, as you know, but with the help of our God we 

dared to tell you his Gospel in spite of strong opposition.”   I Thes. 1:2 

 

“Remember those in prison as if you were their fellow prisoners, and those who are mistreated as if you 

yourselves were suffering.    Heb. 13:3 

 

“They have conquered (Satan) by the blood of the Lamb and by the word of their testimony, for they 

loved not their lives even unto death.”  Rev. 12:11 

 

The Lord’s lovingkindnesses indeed never cease, for His compassions never fail.  They are new every 

morning; great is Thy faithfulness.”   Lam. 3: 22, 23 

 


